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the future.”  Asked about the resilience of The Apology and 
its unusually strong appeal, Simonides, in his characteristically 
passionate tone, replies: “You don’t get any closer to what hu-
manity considers to be the truth about life and death than The 
Apology. It’s about joy, and ethics, and courage, and sticking to 
what you believe in and being willing to pay the price for it.” 
 A wonderful evening was had by everyone at the annual 
October fundraiser.   Food, music, a photograpy exhibition, 
and a riveting play were all part of the evening’s offerings.
 Guests enjoyed Greek mezedes as they greeted friends 
while Ta Trizonia, a fellowship of amateur musicians, enter-
tained the crowd with their music. The group came together 
as a result of their mutual love and respect for Greek music, 
in particular the Rebetica.  Their music at the event even 
inspired some guests to dance.
 Donna Lombardos Andrews’ exhibit of her photographs was 
outstanding.   She was introduced to this medium by her father, 
an amateur photographer, while traveling through Greece and 
Europe in 1973.  Her professional career began in 1995 and 
she has received several high-level national awards.
 Dr. David Carr praised the Friends of Hellenic Studies and 
the AFGLC.  He thanked all sponsors who have so generously 
given to the program.  Dr Fred Mench recognized the AFGLC 
benefactors for the endowed named professorships in the fol-
lowing “core” areas of Hellenic Studies:
 
 •The Peter and Stella Yiannos Professorship in Greek Language   
 and Literature.
 •The Constantine and Georgiean Georgiou Professorship in 
Greek   •History, the candidate for which is Dr. Tom Pa-
pademetriou.
 •The AFGLC Professorship in Greek Culture, held by Professor   
 Fred C. Mench
 •The Clement and Helen Pappas Professorship in Byzantine   
 Civilization and Religion.
 •The AFGLC Professorship in Greek Philosophy  (yet to be fund-
ed)
 
 Two Scholarship recipients, Ms. Jeanette Layton, a senior His-
tory Major, and Ms. Dione Carroll, a senior Philosophy Major, 
also thanked the Friends for their scholarships and expounded 
upon the value of their Hellenic Studies.
 There was an element of surprise as Dr. Demetrios Const-
antelos introduced Mrs. Georgia Psilopoulos, a graduate of 
the Richard Stockton College, and her mother, Mrs. Soteria 
Roumbas.   On behalf of her late father, Mr James Roumbas 
and her mother, Mrs Psilopoulos presented Dr. David Carr with 
a check for $10,000.00 for the establishment of the James and 
Soteria Roumbas Scholarship.
 The highlight of the evening was the one man performance 
of the Apology of Socrates, by Yiannis Simonides.  Together 
with his director, Loukas Skipitaris, he translated the ancient 
dialog into modern English, making it just as relevant today 
as it was 2,500 years ago. The audience gave a standing 

ovation.
 After the play there was a discussion moderated by Dr. Anne 
Pomeroy, Associate Professor of Philosophy.  Mr. Simonides 
and Mr. Skipitaris answered questions pertaining to virtue, 
today’s materialistic society and politics.   The questions and 
answers were both stimulating and thought-provoking.
 The dessert course, generously donated by Minos Bakery, 
brought a satisfying end to a wonderful evening.  Yiannis 
Simonides mingled with the guests who warmly expressed 
their appreciation to him.
 Special thanks to Mrs Sinthea Obelenus as mistress of cer-
emonies.  We wish to thank Dr and Mrs Yiannos who orga-
nized a bus of 44 members from their church in Wilmington 
Delaware, and all those who supported us, both as sponsors 
and guests. 
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 Dr Demetrius Constantelos was invited by a department 
of the World Council of Churches in Geneva to be the keynote 
speaker in a conference to be held between April 30 – May 5 
in Finland.  He will speak on Origins of  Christian Diakonia: 
Christian Philanthropy in Church History. 
 Dr  Constantelos is editing the 5th volume of Archbishop 
Iakovos’ writings.  He wrote book reviews for the “Catholic 
Historical Revue and Speculum”.
 The Hellenic College Press has just issued a fourth edition 
of  Rev. Dr. Demetrios Constantelos’s book, Understanding the 
Greek Orthodox Church-Faith, History and Practice.  This book 
should be of interest to any educated person interested in the 
nature and development of early Christianity in the ancient 
Graeco-Roman world.
 Friends of the People, one of the oldest educational orga-
nizations of Greece has just published the Rev. Dr. Demetrios 
Constantelos’s new book, Interrelationship Between Christian-
ity and Hellenism.

the integration of technology into pedagogy, assessment, 
and general education. He is also active in institutional ac-
creditation activities through the Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools where he has served as a member 
of several site visitation teams, a member of the Committee 
on Substantive Change, and a reader for Periodic Review 
Reports. Dr. Carr received a B.A. and M.A. (political sci-
ence) from San Diego State University and his Ph. D. from 
SUNY Binghamton. He is an avid fly fisherman and a nature 
photographer in his spare time.

News Release














