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White House Correspondent
a Dedicated Orthodox Christian

.Ef Andrew Manatos

WASHING TON - From the pesspective
of Orthodos: Christianity, bis Boily and his
career, Mike Emanudd, the Whie House
correspondent of the Fox News Channcl
siswee 2007, i & vy special person.

Mike has made tme w be fully im-
mersed in his Chuech and faith amid che
time and pressures involved in inoere-
viewing presidents and vice presidenis,
being embodded with American woops
i Bearm's way in Irac, reaveling with Presi-
dents George W, Bush and Barsck Olbama
around the country and abooad, raveling
o Afphanistan, Saudi Arabia and e Unived
Araby Emiearcs with Secretary of Defense
Kobert Gates and all the other demands of
such i naticaally known position.

He soributes his reaching this pannacle
of American journalism in his siement:
UMy anly wish is thar 1 could see the faces
of ey grandparents as | broadeast bom the
White House B and be able o thank
them for their streggle and seerifice thar
e this possible for me.”

As the White House coreespondent
for Fos, Emanwel has distinguished him-
self with such notable accomplishments
as being the only beoadeast journalist in
B selectod w anend President Bash's
fiest myecting with Pope Benedier Xv1at the
Varican and securing the final cable news
ineervicw with former Vice Pressdent Dick
Cheney before be lef office.

Prioe o his White House assignment
with Fox, Emanuel earned a reputation for
solid reporting through his coverage of the
execution of former dictaroe Sadedam Hus-
s, the begal woubles of foemer House
Majority Leader Tom Delay, the leagi clee-
tions, 4 rare inteevicw with then-Secretary
of Homeland Security Tom Ridge and his
mgith of repoing in 2003 foom Kuwait
City and fom Pakdstan and Afghanisten.

Hefore joining Fox 13 years ago,
Emanuel wocked for a local independent
sption in Los Angeles and for the ABC,
WHC and FOX affiliawes in Midland, Waeoo
and Austin, Texas, He goo his st in joar-
malismm as a studenr @1 Burgers University
in Mew Jersey where e was a play-by-play
announeer foe football, basketball, soccer,
and even lacrosse. He also seeved a brief
ineernship with GO Teleoom.

Mike Emanuel had an exeraordinary
hearcr Bestowed on him during & visio o
the Haoly Land with Peesident Olsama.

Parriarch Theophilos 1 of Jeresilern
wits w0 moved by Mike's fith that he pre-
serabed hien with a maother—of—peard mativity
seenie that he had arginally planned w give
o the Presicdern of te United States.

Today, Mike firds tme amid his high
[ICRSUSE NCWS PoSilion o serve on the
parish council of kis chuech, St George
in Hethesds, Md. As well, he pesponds
without hesitaton when asked oo do any-
thing for the Archdioeese or the Church,
He has been the master of ceremonies a
numerous Chuech evenes including din-
ners it included Eoumenical Patrizech
Bartholomew. Mike was also selected in
2009 as an Archon of the Boumerndcal Pa-
weiarchare—Order ol S0 Andrew.

Most recently, e was the emcee at the
AL John Cheysostom National Owocal
Festival luncheon in New York, passng up
an invitation from President Obama o fy
o the Gl of Mexioo for a Grsc-hand view
of the BF odl spill.

Jar Nean phadat
Mike Emanuel reports fram the noreh Jawn of
the Whire House (ahowve). On a recent frip fo the
Middlle Eqsr, herigdes In o hellcoprer with Defense
Secretary Robert Gates ro some Aot spots (n
southern Afghamistan, incuding Kandahar.

Mike's life has been dvoroughly Orthio-
e siee his childbood.

Asaboy, be Bithfully anended Swodsy
schoal, where he laer taught, and also ar-
tended Groek Sehonl. Mike paricipaied in
the Chureh's summer camp at the bosdan
Village in Greece where be laer becime
counselor. He wis also elected peesadent
of GOA at Holy Trinity, and after college,
he sang in the church chair.

Aceoeding o the pricst in his bome
church, Fr. Alexander Leondis, Mike
wis an extraoedinaly devout Osthodos
Christian. Fr. Loondis said thar like many,
Mike participared in eerreas, athletic and
culowral aetivities buor, unlike most, he also
anended chusch all summer long.  Mike
has maintzined 2 close relaonship with
his priese through e-mails and other com-
[ALNECALIONS,

When Mike met his wife, Evangeline
(Lynne) Lailas, in July ar che 2000 YAL
comveritson, be had o dea tar sl sis
mcmiths lzver the presidenial election, fae
and his work would take hirm wo from Texas
o her home - the Washington. anca.

A lictle awer a year Laver, be proposed
marriage i her. They were married at 51
CGreorge Churel, where they and their chil-
e Savas and Tess aeend odsy.

Mike married inwo an Orbodox fum-
ily whear also mirroeed his devotion 1o the
Church. Lynne Lailas grew up elose w the
AL George Chunch in Bethesda where her
mcther, Elaine, served as parish couneil
president. Mike's current head priest a
AL Cieonge, Fro Dimdtios Antokas, by ooin-
cidenee also seroed ar Mike's Haoly Teinity
parish in Westfield, N ., befose becoming
the exceutive direceor af Leadership 100
fioe the Archdiocese and before his service
an 5L Geoege.

Fr. Antokas said, “Mike cmbodices all
the traits of & good Osthodox Chriseéan.
He demonsteares this as a wonderful
husband, Bather, pasishioner and parish
council member.” One could say thar
Mike's extraoedinary success in elevision
journalism s excecded only by his devotion
o his fuily and his chuech.



