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In his daily briefings to provide updates on the Covid-19 outbreak and announce what steps the
state contemplates to combat it, Gov. Phil Murphy is flanked by Health Commissioner Judy
Persichilli and State Police Superintendent Col. Pat Callahan.

The format has become familiar by now:

*Murphy provides an overview of the state’s efforts, reveals the latest infection rates and
deaths, reinforces the stay at home and six feet apart advice, and repeats his “we’re all in this
together and we’ll all come out of it together” pep talk.

(https://www.njtvonline.org/news/collection/coronavirus/)
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*Persichilli speaks to hospitalization levels, demographic breakdown of those infected, and
projects the ability of the state’s medical facilities to absorb the rising patient load.

*Callahan provides information on field hospitals, testing sites, protective equipment stocks
and enforcement of the governor’s emergency directives.

The briefings have demonstrated government at its best — candid, informative, forthright and
in control of a situation unlike any the state has experienced in modern history.

Persichilli is knowledgeable, in full command of her role in the state’s response, and unhesitant
in answering questions.  Her calm yet serious demeanor reinforces her competence, her faith
in her ability and her confidence that the most serious public health crisis in a century will be
met and conquered.

It is, though, an unusual role for the man in command of New Jersey’s 3,000-member State
Police force.  Law enforcement is pressed into service in times of natural or man-made
disasters to protect life and property and bring down the hammer on those who would use the
confusion and chaos to harm the innocent.

It is rare for a uniformed force under arms to become so deeply and intimately involved in
medical issues or matters of public health.

Callahan’s participation in the daily briefings is striking.  While he and Persichilli have
decidedly different roles to fill, the greatest difference is a simple one — Persichilli can’t put
you in jail; Callahan can.

If a Hollywood casting director sent out a call for the quintessential Irish cop, Callahan would
show up at his door.

With a classic police officer’s buzzcut and impeccable uniform, Callahan resembles a state
police recruiting poster.  All that’s missing is a pair of mirror sunglasses.

His presentations are no-nonsense recitations of the tasks delegated to him.  He is brief but not
rudely curt, direct and well-informed.

His is a command presence, but he also clearly recognizes the lane of responsibility he occupies
and scrupulously remains in it.  He understands the chain of command and precisely where he
fits in it.

When addressing what the governor refers to as “compliance issues” — a euphemism for
people who disregard his executive orders — Callahan is at his articulate best.

His voice is even as he recounts arrests, summonses and warnings issued, and sensitive
situations de-fused.

He is non-judgmental, but in discussing some of the more egregious violations, a “what the hell
were they thinking” inflection creeps into his voice.

He was delegated by Murphy the authority to commandeer medical equipment from private
sources if necessary to be put to use in hospitals and other medical facilities to help overcome 
shortages.

A bit of advice to anyone who possesses such equipment: If Callahan shows up at your door and
asks to turn it over, you’d be wise to comply.



Murphy has performed admirably in dealing with the Covid-19 crisis.  He is comfortable in his 
leadership role and is acutely aware of his responsibility to offer reassurance to a nervous and 
fearful public.

The sympathy he and Persichilli express over the reported deaths is genuine and heartfelt.  
Their desire and willingness to put all their energies and resources into overcoming the 
pandemic and preventing additional deaths is evident in their voices.

Had they any choice, the three —Murphy, Persichilli and Callahan — would have preferred not 
to be in their current roles.

They were thrust into them by a crisis none could have predicted.

They’ve risen to the challenge; they’ve become the face of a government focused on what is 
government’s highest responsibility — the safety and security of its people.

Carl Golden is a senior contributing analyst with the William J. Hughes Center for Public Policy 
at Stockton University. 
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AG’s Office and State Police: Recent Enforcement Actions Against Executive Order Violators

(https://www.insidernj.com/ags-office-state-police-recent-enforcement-actions-executive-order-violators/)

Gloucester County COVID-19 Case List: 22 New Cases, 1 Fatality, on Wednesday
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(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html)

Press Releases (https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/)

Gottheimer Announces Federal CARES Act Investment for Newton, Hackettstown Community Health Centers

(https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/gottheimer-announces-federal-cares-act-investment-newton-
hackettstown-community-health-centers/)

Sherrill, Gottheimer, and Malinowski Announce Additional $1.7 Million in Funding for Zufall Health Center from the
CARES Act

(https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/sherrill-gottheimer-malinowski-announce-additional-1-7-million-
funding-zufall-health-center-cares-act/)

Menendez, Pascrell Lead NJ Delegation’s Call for Trump to Approve State’s Request to Fund Quarantine Housing for
COVID-19 Patients

(https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/menendez-pascrell-lead-nj-delegations-call-trump-approve-states-
request-fund-quarantine-housing-covid-19-patients/)

Congressman Sires Announces COVID-19 Funding to Additional Community Health Centers Serving the 8th District

(https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/congressman-sires-announces-covid-19-funding-additional-
community-health-centers-serving-8th-district/)

(https://www.insidernj.com/gloucester-county-covid-19-case-list-22-new-cases-1-fatality-wednesday/)

Middlesex County Town-By-Town List of COVID-19 Cases as of Wednesday

(https://www.insidernj.com/middlesex-county-town-town-list-covid-19-cases-wednesday/)

Insider NJ’s COVID-19 Information Update Center

(https://www.insidernj.com/insidernj-covid19-information-update-center/)

2020: Stark Signs of a Different Summer at the Jersey Shore

(https://www.insidernj.com/2020-stark-signs-different-summer-jersey-shore/)
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Norcross Statement on $630M Contract Secured for Philly Shipyard

(https://www.insidernj.com/press-release/norcross-statement-630m-contract-secured-philly-shipyard/)

(https://www.insidernj.com/press-release)

(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html)

News From Around the Web

TAPINTO

Hunterdon Officials Surprised by Governor’s Executive Order to Close Parks
(https://www.tapinto.net/sections/government/articles/hunterdon-officials-surprised-by-governor-s-

executive-order-to-close-parks)

BURLINGTON COUNTY TIMES

Instead of a ticket, Willingboro Police officer gives local mom 2 face masks
(https://www.burlingtoncountytimes.com/news/20200409/instead-of-ticket-willingboro-police-officer-gives-

local-mom-2-face-masks)

STAR-LEDGER

Coronavirus crisis: If we’re going to ban walking in the park then why are cigarettes still legal? | Mulshine
(https://www.nj.com/opinion/2020/04/coronavirus-crisis-if-were-going-to-ban-walking-in-the-park-then-

why-are-cigarettes-still-legal-mulshine.html)

DOWNBEACH

177th continues to protect nation’s borders during global pandemic
(https://www.downbeach.com/2020/04/09/177th-continues-to-protect-nations-borders-during-global-

pandemic/)

NJ SPOTLIGHT

Laid-off Employees Scramble for New Health Coverage in COVID-19 Pandemic
(https://www.njspotlight.com/2020/04/laid-off-employees-scramble-for-new-health-coverage-in-covid-19-

pandemic/)

NJ BIZ

NJEDA head: NJ’s strongest industries critical to winning war on COVID-19
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