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americana is absent from this region while M.
saxatilis female spawning stock biomass has been
declining in recent years (Fig. 1; ASMFC 2016).
Both species were successfully sampled by a local
commerual fyke net partner from 2016-2018.

‘Coose Cov®

furtle Island

‘Field Station

-
L

‘8ayshore

‘Motts Creek

‘Landing Creek

Fig. 3 — Fyke net sampling locations and continuous water quality station in
Great Bay, NJ (2016-2018). Data produced with Google Earth.

Fig. 7 — (L-R) Students on Stockton’s R/V Skimmer. YSI water quality data collection. A catch of Morone americana. Fyke net operations (background).

Methods

* Fyke net sets (upper, mid-bay) were conducted 3 days per week/once per month in winter-spring with
a commercial fyke net partner supported by NJ Department of Environmental Protection (Figs. 3, 7, 8).

* All finfish were identified, counted, and measured to fork or total length (Fig. 7).

 Water temperature (°C), salinity (ppt), dissolved oxygen (mg/l), and pH recorded with a YSI (Fig. 7).

 Data entered into Microsoft Excel and quality controlled. Fish length frequencies plotted with MATLAB.

* Additional water quality data (collected at the Chestnut Neck Boatyard) downloaded from the National
Estuarine Research Reserve Centralized Data Management Office (Fig. 3).

* Corresponding atmospheric data at Atlantic City, NJ downloaded from Weather Underground.
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