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Galloway Township, NJ- “Americans Face Up to the Nation’s Finances” will be presented by 
Dr. Andrew L. Yarrow, a nationally recognized expert who was a Clinton Administration political 
appointee; who has consulted for the World Bank and the U.S. Department of Education.  The 
free and open-to-the-public lecture will be held on Thursday, February 12, from 4:30 to 6:00 
P.M. in the newly renovated Alton Auditorium at The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey. 
 
According to Dr. Yarrow, America’s vision for education has always been to cultivate 
knowledge, critical thinking, and skills that help students to become good citizens, engaged in 
ensuring a better nation and a better world.  He goes on to note that America’s future is clouded 
by a rapidly rising national debt of $9.8 trillion (excluding another $50 trillion in unfunded federal 
liabilities, and whatever fallout may ensue from the current financial upheavals).  Potential 
repercussions of this economic situation are not yet obvious to most college students or the 
American public.  Restoring America’s fiscal well-being is not just about entitlement, health-care 
reform, taxes, budget and political reform; it is also about insuring that the needs of current and 
future generations are considered equitably. 
 
Dr. Yarrow will discuss the national debt in historic terms and with regard to the current 
economic situation.  He will also discuss the relationship between budgets and national 
priorities; the components and causes of the debt, including the impact of entitlement programs 
and the skyrocketing cost of healthcare; and the potential for further fiscal deterioration unless 
appropriate actions are taken. 
 
The lecture is sponsored by the Stockton America’s Future Initiative, part of a national project of 
the American Association of State Colleges and Universities designed to better inform students 
and their communities about the need to seek bipartisan solution to the nation’s fiscal situation.  
The Stockton Center on Successful Aging (SCOSA) has planned and organized the event as a 
way to bring together individuals from all generations to contemplate intergenerational solutions. 
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Dr. Yarrow teaches modern U.S. history at American University.  A former reporter for The NY 
Times, he has published extensively, including the book titled “Forgive Us Our Debts: The 
Intergenerational Dangers of Fiscal Irresponsibility” (Yale University Press, 2008).  He has 
worked for the Brookings Institution, the U.S. government, and several international 
organizations.  He received his Ph.D. in History from George Mason University and an M.P.A. 
from Harvard University.  Dr. Yarrow is Vice President and Washington Director of Public 
Agenda, which is a nonpartisan, nonprofit research and public engagement organization. 
 
Social Work, Marital and Family Therapy, and Licensed Professional Counselors who attend are 
approved for 1 CE.  For additional information, please visit SCOSA at 
http://www.stockton.edu/scosa or call SCOSA at 609-652-4311. 
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