BY JOSEPH K. MITCHELL

pt for success|
& conservation

A schoal of bunker shows themsalves off the Cen-
tral Jersey coast with tails up and out of the water,

ey pickings for anglers to snag some baits for the
ivewet] or wihen bossing a cast net.

Spring has about sprung, it's about time for
those bunker-loving bass to arrive!

rag i drogp has been a popular and effective
technigue for scoring stripers since the early
2000 when the bunker became plentiful after
the bunker boats were pushed out of inshora
walers. |t (s very dimple, an angler casts a welghted treble
hook ko a school of bunker and reels whale whipping the
rod in erder o drive the hook through an unsuspecting bun-
ker. Once a bunker is hoohed, the angler puts the reel n free-
spaol right away and “drops” the bunker into the schoal.
Thez reason that this works sowell is because once
the bunker gets snagged, it emits a “panic” signal and
the school miowes away and molates that single bunker, Iif
bass are in the area, they are sure to engulf your bait very
guickly. Seems like a great technigue, right? It ks indeed very

effective, almost too effective with the stricter striped bass
regulations. The 8/0 and 1040 bunker smag hooks are great
far srsging, but thay could be detrimentsl to s bass that an
angler intends on releasing.

The treble hook has a great tirne and place, but using
o far fishing lives/fresh bait is not ideal. AL times, the bass
attack the bunker with such force, they practically nhales
it. The trebde hooks can be harmiul, if not deadly, to a fish
should the hook get cawght in the stomach or gills, which iz
not uncommean in this type of fishing.

‘While the snag n’ drop technigue is the standard go-
o technique for a frothing school of bunker, there are
alternative ways to fish this bait that are just as effective,
withaul causing unnecessary harm (o lhe bass,

With high beat traffic, the bite can gurckly go from hot o
non=gestent witen fishing weekends especiadly, you might
want o fill the bvewall with a dozén or bao lvely bunieer amd
rcvil aff to deeper. guister areas to find fish.




A traditional burder snag. snag n"dirop nig. cincle hook nig. and vanous sinkers ane essential tools for e n
of buriser-besting striped b boginning bter this spring, slong with an 8/0 arcle hook ted to 36 inches
of 5i-pound fiuoro amd bamel swivel with the “guick”™ sinker shdis.

qu BUNI'{ER H.IG live buniker to fish with and using an 8/0 circle hook on a
One possible alternative to simply snagging a bunker fishfinder rig to fish those stored baits. Besides this being
and dropping is by first filling the ivewell with enough beneficial to the bass, the single hook also gives a better
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hookiet along with an exact placement of the hook
in the bunker, which is ideally in the fish's

back, near the hesd.

Liveline rigging for stripers is simple;
tie (A snell knot is preferred ) an B/0 circle
hook onta a 36-inch plece of 50-pound
mono or llusrocarbon leader to a barrel

swivel Then use an #gg sinker
or fishifinder/sinker slide on the
muain lire with 3 weight of yoir
choice, | use anywhere from a
2= to d-gunce bank sinker, pust
encugh o keep the bait in the
schood of bunkar.

Thie hisok and leader size/
pound test/langth can vary
based on the size of the fish
you're targeting: if the bunker/
bass are small-rnedium size, then
maybe a 6/0 hook and 40-pound
teader would be mare fitting.
Large bunker and large bass may
requing a 1040 circle hook and
upwards af 80-pournd beades,
Heavier leader in géneral makes
it masier to leader fish and it also
helps stop the bluefish from
bitirug throuwgh.

While this is & simple rig.
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it i$ #l50 very effectve, | prefer this over snag
n' drop because | like fishing for bass with a
conventional st up, but snag bunker with a
spinning reel set up. One other advantage
of thiz rig is that the bunker 5 not directly
canrying tha weight of the sinker or weighted
treble and therefare, ghves the bunker a
longer life and allowers it to swim
and be more active. When the
bass picks up the bunker, the
only resistance it feels is the
weight of the balt since it's on
a sinker slide. The bass swims
awiay with the bait, and since a
circle hook i being used, pust
b lock up the read, and the bass
will hook itself.

HEADS DOWN

Striped bass are often
accoemipanied by bluefish during
their migration along the coast.
Musch like biass, thesa toothy
Fish alse engoy & redh bunkes.
Arvyoini that has ever fished for
bluefish; either snapper blues or
big gators, krows that they alwanys
seern to go for the tails Wihether
it b Fishing with speanng and a

TEEOT.A FWIr NI R

'[IHEH“

L T Ll

BRAITRUWNTER [

WAl I M B FRTLAFL COFT WUARE H 2



B

bobber off a dock. casting paddietails and soft plastics on the
flaks of a channel, or even using poppers and swimming plugs for
mmﬁmmhphhﬂ.

Wihile striped bass can be aggressive at times, they
are mainly opportunistic and ambush feeders. Opposite
of the blusfish, bass always seem o go for the midsection
or the head when they ambushieat their prey. When using
swimming plugs for bass, many anglers will notice that
the bass are hooked on the front or middie hooks, They
conserve enengy and consume as much food as possible
while spending as itle energy as possible, Bluafish on the
other hand are primarity aggressive, and will actively chase
their food, which is why they seem to always bite the tail

Whan bass and Bluefish are traveling together, the bass
Lake advantage of ihe bluefish's high energy. They let the
bluefish do all the work by chopping the bunker in hall and
disabling it The bass hang out below the school of bunker
arvd eat the freshly chopped bunker heads,

The rig for this is basically the same as the circle hook
rig used for live bunker, However, & smaller hook ke a 6/0
circle and a Bghter 40-pound leader can be used since
bluefish usually stay away from the heads. A lighter sinker
can akso be used since the bait sn't really moving.

One important tip when using a head is to be sune to
cut the bunker a little bt hurther than halbsay back. Making
sure the guts are attached to the head is a greal idea since
that contsins 3 kot of oils and scent, whach will ultimately
dranw in the bass. Another morbid yet effective techinique fior
usng the head i o oul 3 Bunker in Ralf wihake it i sl ave.
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Tha imveduntary miuscle comaulstions
that happen after the bunker dies are
appealing to bass. It gives an even mare
realistic appearance of a bunker that had
jusst been chopped in half by a bluefish

AVOID THE CROWDS

Wherever there are bunker, thare
are wiually bass, which means there
are surely goeng 1o be boats, With
high boat traffic, the bile can guickly
g0 from kot to none-existent. When
tihis happens, fill up the hewell with a
dozen or bwo vely bunker and move
o a different area. Even where there
aren 't always bunker present, there
could still be bass.

Somelime: moving to desper
waber or struciure and lvelining bunker
s & great way to find fish without
the boredom of trolling. Stop on any
structure like holes, wrechs, rock
piles, and the ke and drop a cowple
af bunker dewn. The bass will make
themsehes known relativaly quickly
i they'ne there and resdy Lo eat! Just
kiep in mind that when lishing deeper
wealer with lhse bunker, it is usually
nisCgssary 1o use a hedviar snker in the
G- lo B-ounce range.

Creerall, usang I bunker for bait
i one of the most successful types of
fishing for stripers. Lising carcle hooks
imstead ol trebles will ned only help land
e sk, bt 0 wall also help sustain
it pospulation for years 1o come. Keep
i e thiak in sonme states (Virgenia for
examplel it is “Wegal to snag. or atbernpt
o s, arry fish,” while IGFA does not
recognize potential record fish as being
casght with the “snag and drog” method.

Whan chasing those bunker schools
and giant stripers later an this speing ghve
that and the preceding tips i mind. b
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