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Subtitled “Th e Personal Recollections of Peter & Vina 
Still Aft er Forty Years of Slavery,” this biography, fi rst 
published in 1856, tells the powerful story of Peter Still, 
the older brother of James and William Still. Enslaved 
from birth, Peter eventually purchased his freedom and 
that of his family. His life, marked by hardship and quiet 
perseverance, stands as a moving testament to the resil-
ience of the Still family and to the broader strength of 
African Americans during the era of slavery.

�������������, index paperback. $18.95
462 pages, 5 x 8

Th e Kidnapped and Th e Ransomed
Kate E. R. Pickard

“Mr. Friedman,” said he, “I’ve got something I want to tell 
you, but it’s a great secret.”

“Well, Peter——”
“I’ve been a thinkin’, sir, I’d like to buy myself; and you’ve 

always dealt so fa’r with me, I didn’t know but you mought 
buy me, and then give me a chance.” (222)
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William Still’s Th e Underground Rail Road is fi lled with daring 
adventures and powerful true stories. Th ese gripping accounts 
read like nineteenth-century spy novels, except they are real 
narratives drawn from one of the darkest chapters in American 
history. While Still’s main goal in publishing them was to help 
families reunite aft er slavery ended, the stories also reveal 
the courage, intelligence, and resourcefulness of those who 
risked everything to escape bondage. Readers are introduced 
to Still’s fellow Underground Railroad workers—conductors 
and operatives who helped guide people to freedom. Th ese 
fi rsthand accounts off er a deeper understanding of what the 
enslaved endured and the extraordinary lengths they went 
to in pursuit of liberty.

SJCHC’s republication of � e Underground Rail Road, 
fully reset (not a facsimile), will be published in two vol-
umes later this year.

�������������, paperback. $32.95
842 pages, 5 x 8

Th e Underground Rail Road
William Still
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Stockton

Titles related to the history of Stockton University.
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Step inside the Richard E. Bjork Library, the heart of 
Stockton University. Th is book captures a library in trans-
formation—both in its physical space and its academic 
role. While much of the world moves digital, these pages 
gather essays, interviews, and historic images to document 
a pivotal moment. Like the Pine Barrens renewing itself 
each spring, the library is re-emerging with fresh purpose 
and deeper roots. Th rough staff  voices and rare materials 
from Special Collections, this volume off ers a vivid portrait 
of where the library has been and where it’s headed.

Th is is the work of many hands. Most contributors took 
part in the Senior Seminar in Literature taught by Tom 
Kinsella during spring 2024. You will fi nd our work divid-
ed into short essays on notable South Jersey publications, 
interviews with library staff , and introductions to rare 
materials from Special Collections.

9781947889262, illustrated, index, paperback. $29.95
200 pages, 8 x 8

Hidden Among the Stacks
Secret Treasures of a University 
Library

“My task was straightforward enough: peruse Spe-
cial Collections, search for a story or thread within 
the collection of my choice, and tease out a short 
documentary from there. Given my previous in-
volvement with Stockpot Literary Magazine and Th e 
Argo, ever-insatiable hunger for feminist epistemol-
ogies, and penchant for all things ’70s (I write, as I 
gaze on the Ziggy Stardust shrine in my bedroom), 
it only seemed natural to see what Heracane and 
Spirit of ’48—Stockton State College’s Second-Wave 
feminist student publications—had to off er.” (22)

“Oft en when things are wiped clean with a new ve-
neer, we lose the echoes of those who had been here 
before us. My hope is that they and their memories, 
what they gave to the library, will live on.”

Jaimelyn Lombardo, Resources Coordinator

“I had this feeling that when you walk into a job 
you should feel like, ‘Yes, I belong here and it is 
home,’ and that is what I felt when I came to Stock-
ton to work as a Librarian.”

Cheyenne Riehl, Student Success Librarian
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Th is collection brings together forty-four essays that 
chronicle the creation of Reaching 40 (2011), a compre-
hensive history of Stockton University. Written by the 
project’s authors, these pieces off er an inside look at the 
research and writing process. Originally published as 
blog posts, each essay explores a specifi c challenge or 
question the team faced while piecing together the insti-
tution’s story—from navigating archives and uncovering 
overlooked narratives to making diffi  cult choices about 
what to include. Together, they provide a candid and 
thoughtful refl ection on the craft  of institutional history.

�������������, paperback. $14.95
226 pages, 5 x 8

Blogging 40
Re� ections on Telling Stockton’s Stories
Kenneth Tompkins and Robert Gregg

“Wes Tilley’s ‘Examination of the Goals of Stockton 
College’ is a curious piece, but one of great magni-
tude, I believe, to Stockton. Tilley penned the 73-page 
manifesto in the Summer of 1973, in the immediate 
aft ermath of having been fi red by President Bjork 
from his position as the founding vice-president for 
academic aff airs at the college.” (101)

Kenneth Tompkins served as the fi rst Dean of General 
Studies at Stockton University. A key fi gure in the univer-
sity’s early development, he helped shape its distinctive 
interdisciplinary curriculum and academic identity. 
Tompkins has written extensively on Stockton’s history 
and continues to contribute to the preservation and 
interpretation of the institution’s founding vision and 
values.

Robert Gregg is a historian and former Dean of the 
School of Arts and Humanities and of General Studies 
at Stockton University. Gregg has written widely on 
American and Atlantic history, with a particular inter-
est in race, migration, and the development of higher 
education.
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SoJourn
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SoJourn
A journal devoted to the history, culture, 

and geography of South Jersey
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When the South Jersey Culture & History Center gained solid footing more 
than a decade ago, longtime South Jersey historian and Assistant Director Paul 
W. Schopp proposed launching a journal devoted to the region’s history and 
culture. He pointed to the earlier South Jersey Magazine, edited by Shirley Bailey, 
as a model worth reviving. Drawing inspiration from the Foxfire books—in 
which students documented Appalachian traditions through interviews with 
elders—we envisioned a similar effort for South Jersey. By engaging local histo-
rians and involving Stockton students in research and editing, we have created 
a publication dedicated to preserving and sharing the stories of southern New 
Jersey. To date, the journal has published more than 1,700 pages focused on the 
eight southernmost counties of the state.

SoJourn balances scholarly research with accessible storytelling, document-
ing both well-known events and overlooked aspects of South Jersey’s past and 
present. It covers a remarkably wide range of topics related to the history, culture, 
and environment of southern New Jersey.

The journal regularly features pieces on the American Revolution, such as “When Mad 
Anthony Came to South Jersey” and “Battle of Turtle Gut Inlet,” alongside stories of later 
conflicts like “Last Line of Defense: The Lumberton Nike Missile Base” and “The Great War 
and the Jersey Shore.” Industrial and economic history appears in articles like “Shinplasters: 
Economic Remnants of New Jersey’s Glass Industry” and “Manufacturing from Menhaden,” 
while environmental topics range from “Ghost Forests in the Mullica Valley: Indicators of 
Sea-Level Rise” and “The Unnatural History of South Jersey Lagoons” to wildfire studies and 
wildlife research on horseshoe crabs and red knots.

Cultural and folkloric subjects are also well represented, including “Strange Tracks: The 
Whitesbog Jersey Devil Hoax,” “Mysteries of the Tuckerton Mound,” and “Jarrad, Last of the 
Pineys.” Personal and community stories, such as “Where Blackberries Grew: Margaret 
Mead in Hammonton” and dramatic maritime accounts like “When the Gales of November 
Come Early,” further demonstrate the journal’s blend of scholarly research and engaging 
storytelling. Together, these articles reveal both the depth and diversity of South Jersey’s past.

Find a complete list of SoJourn articles here:
stockton.edu/sjchc/publications/sojourn1.html

SoJourn Issues
From 2016 through 2021, SoJourn was published twice yearly, with issues containing approx-
imately 10 articles and 100 pages. These earlier issues sell for $18.00. Since 2022, expanded 
issues, with 15 to 16 articles and around 165 pages, are published yearly; the cost is $24.00.
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Bjork Library, 
Special Collections
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Since the summer of 2024, Stockton University’s 
Richard E. Bjork Library has been undergoing a $19.5 
million renovation, scheduled for completion in Sep-
tember 2026—just in time for the new academic year. 
Special Collections, previously located on the lower level, 
will reopen on the top floor, near Stockton’s Holocaust 
Resource Center and the Constantelos Hellenic Reading 
Room.

The renovated space will feature expanded and 
improved preservation stacks to house our growing 
collections, along with a new classroom-sized reading 
room that will offer better access for students and com-
munity members. The new location will significantly 
strengthen our ability to preserve and provide access 
to the history of southern New Jersey.

Special Collections holds a wide range of materials, 
including books, manuscripts, pamphlets, maps, pho-
tographs, audio and visual recordings, and more. Our 

holdings include the Alliance Colony Heritage Col-
lection, the Atlantic Blueberry Company Records, the 
Buzby’s Chatsworth General Store Collection, the David 
C. Munn Collection, the William W. Leap Collection 
of South Jersey History, and the Stockton University 
Archives, among many, many others.

Special Collections actively seeks new collections 
that support research and reflect the diversity of Stockton 
University and the broader South Jersey community. 
Gifts that enhance the intellectual and historical value 
of our holdings are always welcome.

Architectural rendering of the planned reading room for Stockton’s Special Collections, opening in September 2026.

Special Collections hours are by appointment only, 
Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Exceptions 
are welcomed if arranged in advance. Email or call 
Special Collections curator Heather Perez.

Heather.Perez@stockton.edu
609-652-4555

Bjork Library Special Collections 
at Stockton University

a new look
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For more than a decade, the SJCHC directors have mentored Stockton 
interns in the essential skills of scholarly publishing, including editing, 
typography, and design. Through hands-on work with soon-to-be released 
titles, students gain valuable professional experience. Their careful attention 
to detail and fresh perspectives shape and refine our publications. We would 
not run our local history press successfully without them.



SJCHC | 57

������������
���
�
��
�������������������������������������
��������
������	���������
���
�����������������
���������
����
�������������������������������
���
�
��
����
�������	����������������

����������������
�������
������
�����
�����
�����������
��
���������������������
����

����
���������
¡���������������
�
���������¡�������������

���
����

���������������������������
������
���������¢��������	
����£��
�������
����������
¤
���

	����������

We gratefully acknowledge the New Jersey Historical 
Commission and the Mellon Foundation for their gener-
ous fi nancial support of several SJCHC titles.

stockton.edu/sjchc/
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