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When the South Jersey Culture & History Center gained solid footing more 
than a decade ago, longtime South Jersey historian and Assistant Director Paul 
W. Schopp proposed launching a journal devoted to the region’s history and 
culture. He pointed to the earlier South Jersey Magazine, edited by Shirley Bailey, 
as a model worth reviving. Drawing inspiration from the Foxfire books—in 
which students documented Appalachian traditions through interviews with 
elders—we envisioned a similar effort for South Jersey. By engaging local histo-
rians and involving Stockton students in research and editing, we have created 
a publication dedicated to preserving and sharing the stories of southern New 
Jersey. To date, the journal has published more than 1,700 pages focused on the 
eight southernmost counties of the state.

SoJourn balances scholarly research with accessible storytelling, document-
ing both well-known events and overlooked aspects of South Jersey’s past and 
present. It covers a remarkably wide range of topics related to the history, culture, 
and environment of southern New Jersey.
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SoJourn Issues
From 2016 through 2021, SoJourn was published twice yearly, with issues containing approx-
imately 10 articles and 100 pages. These earlier issues sell for $18.00. Since 2022, expanded 
issues, with 15 to 16 articles and around 165 pages, are published yearly; the cost is $24.00.
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Bjork Library, 
Special Collections
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Since the summer of 2024, Stockton University’s 
Richard E. Bjork Library has been undergoing a $19.5 
million renovation, scheduled for completion in Sep-
tember 2026—just in time for the new academic year. 
Special Collections, previously located on the lower level, 
will reopen on the top floor, near Stockton’s Holocaust 
Resource Center and the Constantelos Hellenic Reading 
Room.

The renovated space will feature expanded and 
improved preservation stacks to house our growing 
collections, along with a new classroom-sized reading 
room that will offer better access for students and com-
munity members. The new location will significantly 
strengthen our ability to preserve and provide access 
to the history of southern New Jersey.

Special Collections holds a wide range of materials, 
including books, manuscripts, pamphlets, maps, pho-
tographs, audio and visual recordings, and more. Our 

holdings include the Alliance Colony Heritage Col-
lection, the Atlantic Blueberry Company Records, the 
Buzby’s Chatsworth General Store Collection, the David 
C. Munn Collection, the William W. Leap Collection 
of South Jersey History, and the Stockton University 
Archives, among many, many others.

Special Collections actively seeks new collections 
that support research and reflect the diversity of Stockton 
University and the broader South Jersey community. 
Gifts that enhance the intellectual and historical value 
of our holdings are always welcome.

Architectural rendering of the planned reading room for Stockton’s Special Collections, opening in September 2026.

Special Collections hours are by appointment only, 
Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 4:00 pm. Exceptions 
are welcomed if arranged in advance. Email or call 
Special Collections curator Heather Perez.

Heather.Perez@stockton.edu
609-652-4555

Bjork Library Special Collections 
at Stockton University

a new look
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For more than a decade, the SJCHC directors have mentored Stockton 
interns in the essential skills of scholarly publishing, including editing, 
typography, and design. Through hands-on work with soon-to-be released 
titles, students gain valuable professional experience. Their careful attention 
to detail and fresh perspectives shape and refine our publications. We would 
not run our local history press successfully without them.
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We gratefully acknowledge the New Jersey Historical 
Commission and the Mellon Foundation for their gener-
ous fi nancial support of several SJCHC titles.

stockton.edu/sjchc/
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